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B, "The Boy and the Crocodile”. a children's feature
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Introduction =
Truly wild Travancore tortolses, today known as
Indotaestuds ig'suenli are found only in the Western Ghats

of south-western India, its geographic range reported to be
the Travancore Hills of Kerale and Coorg, the scuth-western
extreme of Karnataka.¥¥ No contfirmed records farther north
are known, and in fact there is only one documented record
from Coorg.

Fundamental data such as gu\graphiL distribution and habitat
type - to say nothing Qf basic natural history - are sketchy

at hest. The rapid rate of deforestation; increases ir
human populations and exploitation levels of natural

resources; and the increasing number and size of dams built
in forest areas, has reszulted in a very rapid decline ir
both areéd and gquality of forest. It is therefore, of
considerable urgency to establish a baseline on the status
and distributicn of the Travancore tortoise.

Thcxe are several reascns why this torteise is thought to be
ﬁz ed and difficult” tQ find: the =pecies was discoversa
:Kl tively recently: very few studies have been made on thi:

2
¥ (Editorial note: The species has Leen recently collecte
from Indira Gandhi (formerly, Ahnramzalai) Wildlife Sanctuar]
in north-western Tamil Hadu) .
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RESULTS

Bengare Sand Spit Hatchery

The first wvislit was madse to Bengare Sand Spit
Hatchery, in Mangalore Division, Dakshin Kannsd I
the 2Pth of March 1987, accompanied by the Ra;

Officer who is directly in charge of the Jquvallc-

Coastal Habitat
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The coastal habitat at Bengare &
flat terrestrial i

The most ocomlcen natlive
Cts_zru_ ina 1
oha. Along the bheach crs
vegetaticon, were common Lrad
or cats), rodents, urdub AL
and layvers of Shitincus : 2 L
indicating that tnete is a massive popalation
shallow water invsrtebrate in ths $ o watars

Jre wause .

There sre houses and boats
of the hatchery. i
Casuarina planting,
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in contact with - much lesz buried by - the sand,
angd possibly alse other animals can slip in ands
Joga were patralling outside the cage during our v

> :a
7'1 -
et D

There were twigs stuck into the sand at 13 places,

suggesting the presence of 13 transplanted nests. We ware
informed that the Bengare hatchery is responsihle for the
coasta area from Panabay (Port) to Ullal. & distanos h
some  1¢ k. Thes Forest Departmsnt pays 45 palise per ¢
(while the markat value is at legast 5@ palsze). [t zhould e
noted that legally thers is a complets ban on digesing 1

selling or buying turtle sggs.

L_‘r dl Lz \.
'3.3 sumed

SpPEeies.

A noteboock kept bv  a loecal watzhmas, whoe was formerly a
isherman, contained the followling information

Date Eggs HNo. of Date Ho. of Tnicubat Hatching
Collected/ Egos "Hatched Hatohling. Time : %
Recaivad (Emerged) Besleasad (days)

12.11.1986 75% 23.1.1887 (7] H4 93.3

. 29.11.1986 2@00% 23.1.1987 178 533) BG .1

8.12.1986 2% %
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13.12.1986 228%%x B.2.

25.12.1986 309  18,2.1
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‘2ggs/nest.

THis data might be taken as ev1d°n4“ that:

i

1. Clutchk size varies from 75 to 3@, averaging 27315

2 Incubation period varies from 54 to 58 days., avaragias
55 days.

£ success variass from 85,7 to 8§5.3 0%

3. Hatchin
89.9 %.

Howeveyr, tazed
turtlss in o

1. The aver
about 112 egg
1

(%] re

2. "Incubation Pe in
nature and nay ey

olimatic and other

2. Hatcohing percent - avan in 1
highly wariable and may rans
When eggs ara tra zplannzd from 1
chere 1z regulariy a ncticeabls
often Thatcheries with rigorously
of 52 % hatching. When eggs from
used, hatehing pasirocent  drops
epeated trauma vo the fragile zmbry

iy

incradibhil

In conclusien, the records from Bengare
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A4 nest inside the hatchery was said to hﬁve‘hatch#ﬁ
the  Z1st of March, and said to have contail nhd 120 egg:
had been laid on 29th January. On sexamination the nest
rfound tTo have Hu, following:

- total depth of 38 cm:

weres weighed and  measured,
9.¢ grams and diametars of 38.¢

- i ths unhatcuad
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At the Thouse of the hatchery manager were b plastic tul
with sea water and said to have 1£€3 hatchlings
: +hat had hatched on 1ith March and 24th
Twentv Lepidechelys olivacsa hetohling :
scale conditions (as the nests had bse
ere of unknown agss, 3
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number of =scalss or
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Additional hatcheries

In addition to these three functional hatcheries it was
learned that during the 1985-86 seaszon there had been sea
turtle hatcheries at Baindur, in Kundapur Division. Daksz hln
Kannad District. In Uttar Kannad District there had
hatcheries at Gangavall beach, Hirsgutti range;

and Kade beaches of Kumta range; and Hadipur and
beaches of Honavar rangse. No details of their
=5 were available,
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BOOK REVIEW

ERNST, <C.H. & BARBOUR, R.W. 188%9. TURTLES OF THE WORLD.
SHITHSONIAN INSTITUTION PRESS, WASHINGTOM, D.C. AND [LONDON.

oo

313 pp. 16 pl. $ 45

The discovery and rediscovery of several living species of
turtles within the last decade, especialiy from Asia, as
#ell as the rapidly changing nomenclature, still very much
in a =tate of flux, had left compilations on the world's
turtles (currently some 26 species) outdated. Thus. in
many ways, the work under review is an improvement over
similar compilations, providing detailed ﬁpfn'es

aescriptions, identification Kkeyvs, data on distributio
habitat, status and where available, natural history nofu
Brnst and Barbour are authorities on the HNorth Americ
tartles, and the volume has been prepared, as remarked i
the preface, as a companion volume to their sarlier (1472)
work on the turtles of the United States.

;.4

n

The book is well produced ‘o pack  such  a consideralilie
amount of informatiown and craphs into one volume with-
cut making it unweldy is The 213 pages and 18
colour platses are well v be opened flat on &
coffee table. Peaper, printing and layvout are excallent.

*Turtles of the world’ =zta:
introduction to the group, with
skull morphology and includes




used by wvarious authors to refer to the
shell, Generic descriptions range I
accounts (eg. Cugra) to none at
and Orlitia) in case of monoty
this section are fossil rc,urde
recent turtles.
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seen species represented include Pelochelvs Libroni.
Gecemyda silvatica . Melanochelys tricarinata, Morenia

ratersi and Notochelys platynota. The photograph of Chitra
indica. is however, an oft reproduced cne that does not show

the wavy patterns on the carapace or much details of the
curiously-shaped which are diagnostic of the species. And
an examination of the photographs of the two newly-described
Chinese box turtles, Cuora pani Song (1964) and

2. shriskaranparum Ernst and McCord (1987), lends suppert to
Fhilippen’s {(in Stubbs 1989) opinion that thc latter may be
synonymous with C. vpani.

Black &und white photographs are scattered throughout the
book and are obviocusly CameJLL, salected  and nostly
reaszonably well produced.

Page 165, however, depicts a Kachuga smithii, rather than K.
tentoria., as the caption identifies it

Ernst and Barbour’'s work is clear, concise, impersonal and
naturally, clinical as oppossd to the uzuslly perscnalised
(and highly readable) species accounts in Pritchard (1873),
a boock the present work will obvicusly be compared with.
Dezspite +the drawbacks, the excsllent production, detaliled
descriptions and an extensive biblicgraphy of the world'’'s
living = turtles should make TURTLES OF THE WORLD <the

i
standard reading for many vears to coms.
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BEHAVIOUR AND THERMOREGULATION OF THE MARGINATED TORTOISE
(TESTUDO MARGINATA)
Harry Andrews

Madras Crocodile Bank, Vadanemmeli Viilage, Perur F.O.,
Mahabalipuram Road. Madras 623 104

INTRODUCTION

Basking is
maintain a
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obvicusly of great importantance to
referred body temperature, which
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The marginated tortoise (Tgstudo marginata) 1is the true
Greek tortoise, being mainly restricted to southern Greece,
from the Tayvgetos Mountains to Mount Olympus. It is thought
to have been introduced by monks into Italy and has Ubeen
discovered in Sardinia (Hellmich 1962). The species reaches
a little over 39 cm.

There have been few studies on the species in the wild an
the population is thought to be very low. There has bee
much loss of habitat and in the past, heavyv exploitation o
these animals for the pet trade in WaJtern Europe.

The four marginated tortcoises, two males and two females, at
the Jersey Wildlife Dr'ukrva*" Trust, are housed in a 4 M
¥ 6 M enclosure. are provided with a wooden
hut within the nulosuzu ich measures 1.3 M x 1.5M x 2M.
The floor of +the hut is LIOV¢dcd with & heating device
regulated by a thermcstat. There is also an  over-hanging
light bulb (182W) which is kept on day and night. The floor
temperature is maintainsd at H@°C. Qutside, in the
enclosure, the substrate is mostly grass and clover, with a
1 sgq.m. sand pit on one side and three boulders covering an
area of approximately 1 sg.m. cn the opposite side of the
sand pit. A water bowl is provided for the animals Jjust
outside the hut, and the hut floor is carpeted with hay.

The main objective of this study was to analyse behavicur ad
thermoregulation over a seven day pericd.

METHODS

The study was carried out by doing thirty hcurs of
observation over a period of seven days. Observational
times were alternated everyday by morning and aftarncon
observaticns. A sample cbservatiacn was done from worning to
evening covering a periocd of sight hours. Behavicur was

divided intc three categories and recorded every tims the
tortoises exhibited one of these, the time pericd of the
behaviour was also & lad The three behavioural
categories wers aj) faading by basking and c¢) social
behaviour which mainliy relat .o wale-female interactions.

ature in the enclosure were
The daily outside maximum
recorded every morning.

Different
recorded =
nd minimum




The body temperatures of the four animals were taken at ths
start and finish of the observation pericd everyday. Body
temperature was taken by inserting a thermometer into 1
cloaca of the animals and read before extracting the
thermometer. An E-MIL P14963° thermometer with a range of
ten to fifty degree celsius (with half degree divisions) ;
used for this purpose. Readings were taken to the nearest
half degree.

For identification, each animal was marked on the carapaces;
animals ware coded @1, €2, £3 and @4.

On the last twe davs of observation, ths

in the hut was increased from 390°C to 35°C
box, 85 ocms long 5¢ cms wide and 44
inside the sncleosure to discover if

it. The box floor was covered wit

eated hut floor.

the cbservation pericd, &all animals spent mest of
2 basking in the heated hut. They came out to fesd
ge only when it was sunny outside betwsen @80 hours
Z  hours in the morning and between 1389 hours and
1582 hours in the afternocon. The animals went directly back

-~tion

tc  the heated hut after feeding., Thers was no
among animals while feeding; animals fed on  the
leafy wegetables and fruits provided svery morninsg,
the grass growing in thes enclosure. Fead typs pre
was ncticeahles - tortolses ate more of the gres
vegetables and grass than fruits.

focial behaviour was anly last day which was
a sampls morning to chaer L3 on At 12.310 hours
of the hut and started feeding

animal @2, a female,
on  grass; P33, = male,

started feading on grass;
B2 was and went around her

ame out ozt 17,37 hours and also
@G0 hours B8 movad to  where
i then bit her on

; &
neck and head, then at e mountaed female @2.
This display > biting on = neck/head, after
golng around hsr and then on tHill 16,16 hours
at which point animal 41, males, Joined in  and




displayed the same as ©3. At 16.31 hours female @2 moved
into the hut with @3 following her. Here @3 mcocunted =znd
copulated with @2 which lasted till 17.94 hours. At 16.35
hoursz @1 also moved into the hut and here he mounted =ud
copulated with the second female P4 lasting for 1€ minu .
During the whole male~-female interaction there was no naie-
male interaction and no display of dominance was displayed
by either of the twe males.

Thernecregulation

5 llStd tdz— h

=N
<
S

ated hut to bazk wmost of th

ide the hut and then ly  fo
rangaed from 25.5%C %

anp~d from 28%C

O an varage

they spent
fc d]ﬂﬁ T

28.4°C¢,
29.5%0

rangad fre
animals <«n an averags ra
temperaturss were mainta

tempsrature, and above hut
which uaggea‘ that animals
availabls temperature souraoe

By monitoring variocus environmental paraméters and animal
body temperatures it was obs urw,i that animals never
out of the heated hut when cutszide ambisnt temperatures
lower than 18°€C and their body temperaturss balow 20°C.
increase in body temperatures during the day was at the
of 1°C per hour on average.

The animals did not use the alternative box previded
temperature in this box was th2 sams as ths ambient
temperature.

Discussion

cshaviour. If
thelr bady
st the wsa
& Outside
s to bask in




The only time the animals came out of the hut other than for
feeding and when social behaviour occurred was when body
temperatures ware above 31°C.. Rody tempsratures ranged from
31.59C +o 320C, which indicates that the mean activity
temperaturs may b= 3190 to 329C or more and this aspsct
nzads  further study to determine ths actual mean activity
temperature range 1n this spsciles.

tempcratvr 5 1f they are
i TElN their praferred
rent thermal

heated  hut
hut social

it may
most  of

behaviour area on the
1 f)"‘“l" -l e
LAY ay

ved from

o
[}
e

ndings need to be compared with data d
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ON THE MASS KILLING OF THE DOG-FACED WATER SNAKE
(CERBERUS RHYNCHOPS)IN THE CHILKA LAKE, ORISSA

S.K. Dutta
Department of Zoology, Cocllege of Basic Sciences and Humanities,
Orissa Un1ver51ty o* Agriculture and Technology,
Bhubaneshwar 751053, Qrissa

Un  5th Octocber, 1989, I made a field trip to Nalabana area
of Chilka Laks for sevving birdz and reptiles. The area
was complately  sub rgad  under water 4ue to heavy rain
during +the monsoon The minimum water depth was about 1
foot and the area was full of nvdrﬁpﬁvbﬂg. Ts my surprise,
I saw numerocous dead dog-facsd water snakes(Cerberus
rhyncheons floating on the water. Within a radius of &about
183 metres, 1 collected 2¢ dead snakes of which 1€ were
freshly killed. Furthermore, several dead specimens of wart
snake (Acrochecrdus granulatus) and estuarine seasnake

(Hydophis obscurus) which are suppcsed to be common in  the
lake, were found floating on the water.

On examination, I found that, all the snakes did not have
any external injury except Conhéd heads and throats. On
enguiring, the local fishermen said that the dog-faced water
snalke is most common and numerous in the lake and fregquently
get trapped in the fishing nets in large numbers. Generally
the fiszhermsn use nets with small mesh for catching prawn.
and this is the principal cause of death. Once they rush
their head through bhe nets, they are not able +toc pass
through the mesh or bring their heads back.

In the lake, the dog-faced water snake feeds mnmainly
fishes and prawn, and trapped fishes lure the spnakess. Wao
removing the fishes from the nets, the fishermen grab

neck of the snakes and squeeze their heads to pull them from
the nets, thereby killing them. It was quite disappointing
to see an area of about 180 metres with 2@ dead snakes.
Through verbal conversationszs I learnt that thisz is a common
phenomenon during the rainy seas IﬂiahanJ I have madse
an appsal to the State Fo"““‘ e Wing) to

instruct the local fisherm



Another interesting (non) observaticn on ammhib n3s was made
on the Kalajai hills loca 2 n “
at the centre of the hill
cyancophlvetis and Rana tig
wanted to  observe this
Vears. To my horror, I di

4
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A CASE OF COMNMON KRAIT (BUNGARUS CARRULEUS) BITE

Hoaspital,
y, West Pengal

-

Swmt. PRebatl Bala Khatuva, 2 ye=ars of age. was bitten bty a
ait (Bungarus ) left heel on Jul;

rommon kr
;jgt}.} i 1( ¢
floory of he
brought w3
‘ojha’ who
On  July

asleep on the
was caught and
at home by an
leg and thigh.
p’tdl with the

at abkout

va boedy; pain and
af in swallowing,
L and inabilaty  to
trie symptoms were noticed

nark
ge; lef
= ilat«
3] al tendernsss;
ion: B f*ien Zﬁ,m; 2.P.122/76 nm of
Be. 't Lz Llnpox that the patient was six
months pragnant.



Treatment.;

The ligatures were remcved at once. Immobilisation and
elevation of +the left leg and lukewarm water compresses
hastened +the rate of abscorption of the edema. Pclyvalent

antivenom serum, 6@ ml (concentrated), was given intravenous
in 3@ minutes. Dextrose injection 0% with normal saline by
intravenous drip, Phenergon injection, Decadron injection,
antibiotics, tetanus vaccine and other supportive measures
were given. At 4 p.m. there was excessive salivation which
was controlled by Atropine Sulph injection 1 amp. 9.M.
Then her condition improved. No further antivenom serum was
neaded. She was given milk, biscuits and plenty of water
through the mouth. Urine was normal. On the fifth day she
was discharged in a satisfactory condition.

The patient gave birth at term to a normal healthy boy
weighing 3 kgs. In this case it i3 evident that common
krait venom and antivenom serum had no adverse side effect
on pregnancy

¥ kKO KOk
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A RECORD BANDED RACER (ARGYROGENA FASCIATA)

Sashank M. Buch,
73, Railnagar, Rajkot 362201

A banded racer (Argyrogena fasciata) caught in Rajk

ot
city measured 1.71 m in total body length. Thiz exceeds
the maximum body length of the species given by Daniel
{1883) : 1.28 m. Minton (1966) measured an example of thls
species, a female, which was 1.34 m.
The snake, again a female, was caught on 15th November,
1989, at about 1545 hours, from a rat hole. Measurements of

the specimen have been given below:

Total bodv length 1.71
Snout - vent length: 1.37 m
Weight 827 gns.
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AMPHIBIAR RECORDS NEEDED FOi INDIA

3 - -~ t p— s B
Madras Crocodile
D&

Malizl

Yo sy o3
xitadlil

wibthin

PELOBATIDAE

1. Seuptiger adungeusis Dubois
Known distribution Adung valley, north Burn (Dubolis 189743

3. Bufo nmacrotbi

Known distributi sty and iy Fi
Burma (Boul&n' ki 9y . Savkar an: Lﬁnyvi o
on a collec 3 3 ] from

Namdapha Pra

tentatively

RANIDAE

@



7. Rana hagzarensis : Dubois and Khan.
Known distribution : Northern Pakistan (Dubcis and Khan
1979).

8. Rana arnoldi Dubois.
Known distribution : Northern Burma, Tibet (Dubois 182
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VOICES OF AN INDIAN NIGHT
Indraneil Das,
Madras Crocodile BRank Trust, Vadanemmeli, Ferur Fozi.
Mahabalipuram Road, Madras ¢idd 184,

FAMILY : BUFONIDAE

Bufo melangsstictus : A child

b alc i
ng sound and sometimes. ... a
7

& - Bufo
‘gui-qui-gqui’

{5 PR, IO, - e : o - PR, P I U
paiensis : Hezenrbling that of o crow (Maphoes

5, Deoutiger nc
ter 1987).

and QOubot

FAMILY : MICROHYLIDAE

6. Kaloula pulchra : Wau-=zu
bommn, bommm {Whitaker and Whit:

7. Microhyla chakrapani @ Low
(Mehta and Rao 1987).

8. Micrchyla Jinornoata
(Mehts and Rao 1887).

9, Mi ,ruuyla ornsta
ventrilog
internitte

&
.

aker

rong. . brong  (Abdulali

3
&0



12. Ramanella variegata : Qhuay, ghuay. ghuav (Rao 1918).
13. Uperodeon globulosus : Loud grunting oink (Daniel 1363).

14. Upexrodon systoma @ Bleating of a goat (Rac 1918). Bek.
bek, bek (Whitaker and Whitaker 19832

FAMILY : RANIDAE

H Pana g¢vancenliectis  Krrrack, krrrack, krrrack
{Personal observationsz). A prolonged 'oreek-creelr’ and also
an irregularly repeated quacking call (Minten 1966). Low
pitoched rattle of castnets (Mclann 10‘”).
16. Rana limnocharis Pesembling the clatter of
castanettes in the distance (McCann 1932). A series of loud
staccata notes ofts delivered in bur=ts suggesting
telegraphy (Minton 1266). Eesembling a clattazring sound

e
produced in the distance (Satyamurti 1867).

17. Rana malabarica : A metallic call, like the noise made
by a tin rattle (McCann 1948). Wack, wack, wack (Abdulali
in Chari 1962).

18. Rana hazarensis A low grunt uttered in a shert
seriss (Dubois and Khan 1972

19. Ra na tigerina : Qong awang (Daniel 19757. Loud,
sonant 'guonk-guonk (Minton 1966).

2¢. PRana hexadactyla : Dinning noiszse (Satyamurti 1967).

21. Rana semipalmata @ Rapid drumming of the finger nrails
on a thin tin plate (Fischer 1918).

22. Rana t=mporalis : Loud clater {(Whitaker 1981).

28 5 ana tytleri : Musical tittering (Whitaker 1881).

24, Tomopterna breviceps : Rut-rut-rut (Kirtisinghe
1857). A soft awang (Daniel 1975). A loud nasal ’quonk’,
repeated at intervals of about cne second (Minton 19€6);

25. Ooedozyga lima : Series of quiet peseps (Bartliett
1889).



FAMILY : RHACOPHORIDAE

26. Polvpedates tusg Tak...tak...tak (Abdulali
and Sekar 1988).

27. Philautus leucorhinus : Treek...treek...treek (Abdulali

and Sekar 1988).
28. FPhilatuys variabilis : Tinkering call (Satyamurti 1987;.

29. Rhacophorus malabaricus : Truk-truk-truk (Abdulseli
and Sekar 1988).
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT

IUCN/SSC INDIAN SUBCONTINENT REFPTILE AND AMPHIBIAN
- SPECIALIR G%OU

An Indian Subcontinenit Reptile and Amphibian Specialist
Group of the International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources/Species Survival Commission (IUCN/ESC)

has been recently formed. The group is tc deal with
conservation problems not covered Dy the taxononmic
specialist groups of the 55C, and will focus on
identification of conservation problems and undertaking or
helping initiate suitable autlan to protect the
herpetofaunal resources within % suhcontinent. The Group
members will also work vlou?l} w1th the other IUCN/8SC

Groups, whenever possible.
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Two consultants, 14 regiounal members and 24 correspondents
from Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and 5ri

Lanka, and 12 overseas. membsrs, mostly from the S60
taxonomic groups have been nominated o the new Group.
Current workplan includese identifying taxa in need of
conservaticn and regions of high sy “ek,iogical diver=zity
and/or sndemism, preparing sultabls sctior plan and
initiating conservaticn actian.

1z are advised to get in touch with the

INDE ANP*B DAS SUSHIL K. DUTTA

Wadraa codils Banlk, Departnent of Zoology,
Vadansmmall Vill Perar FLO. . Jthkal University,
Mahabalipuram | Vani Yihar,

hquli‘ g Bhubaneshwar 751@04,

INDIA o A CINDIA

) i, A ) o 4 4
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REPORT ON A HERPETOLOGICAL TRIP TO BARBARA,
PURI DISTRICT, ORISSA

8. K. Dutta 1 and J. Ahmed @
IDepartment of Zocology., College of Basic Sciences and
Humanities,Orissa Universzsity of Agrioculture and Technology,
Bhubaneswar 751 363, Orissa.

~W~0R ~tment of Zoclogy, Banapur Collsge, Puri, Orissa.

is about 15 km=

ot of Banapur of Puri District,

The  locality R n'a‘al small hills and

5 & stabse Fo: AYtmar hbungalow within the

ats. On 23rc 3 we made a specific search for
Fublepharis lmscally  known as  Kalakutba,
fact,  soveral th= zecond author obtained a
men of this Bart Hence, we wanted to

Ct more 5 sogat information about  its

1 e-flumg. v, O afforts failed due to
several reasons. 501l was  completely dry and the

£ ~
vegetation bhurnt. which iz a common phenomenon in  some  of
the forests ; Or: and the ar=a was being uszed for
cultivation of =agg plax




Being unsuccessful in finding our quarry, we observed and
collected other reptile and amphibian species. Given below
is a list of herpa that wers sither collected or cbhserved by
us .

1. CLCalctes versgicolor

Mabuva carinata

av]

3. Mabuya pacularia ()

EEN

Posammorhilus blanfordanus

5. Hemidagtylus flaviviridis

6. Hemidactvlus broo

Rana cyvanophilvetis

~3

8. Rana limnocharis

Q Dana tigerina

Of the above species. four lizards (€. wersicolor, M.
carinata, H. flaviviridis and H. brookii)d and pll the frogs
are supppesed to be common in most of the places of Orissa

chov9r, the distribution of M. macula z_ﬁ 7?7y and P,

(

blanfeordanus in the locality is guite interesting because,
no upﬂax¢1o locality record of theze two species is
ailabl from Orisza. In addition, P. blanfordanus has

-4

alsc been caoliected by one of us (S.K. Dutta) from the
adjoining areas of Andhra Prndesh. Another interszting
cbesrvation made on the frogs, is the abundance of 5.
limnocharis in the streams and bele rotten leavesz in nearby

places In fact, hundreds of juvenile PR. limnocharis were
found near the streams. Most probably, these were juveniles
cof froglets of 1aQ% vear, hecause ths sgpecies is a seasonal
breeder and during April one cannot find juveniles of +the
same year.

teing planned in the future
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Field tripz to the
for further study.
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After the Central Government realissed that thess animals,
raized for the specific purpose of using thelr skins, hides

and nreat, could not be killed, it indirectly suggested to
fores officials that the crocodile Jeeﬂin% fund of Rs.2.5
lakhs per annum should not be used. oFf 13 were unable

=
to understand the logic behind being ziven a fund and then
paing askad not i " of this, the amount of
meat fad to thes veew come down to 5 kilos
g i = Fed as they are on
no problem as  the

g2 Gl s i o
Tlﬁw mid bheat

did have some logic

ning of this decads,

“ntre was limited,

rrolific breeding.

hed with the idea
n as the animals
-+

st, the Centre was
t ideas regarding
country could come

Because fresh water facilities where human thoroughfare 1is
less are limited in Tamil Nadu, officials are now 1n  a
gquandry about what to do with thess animals. When officials
moctad  the idea to  the dam 2fficials to  have these
crocodiles in the Bathanur reservolir itssif, the latter put
thieir foot down with an emphatic 'no’ as they feared for the
life »f their fish population and the possible harm the step
might do to humans who frequently visit the dam site on all
daya

v W=st PBengel was

a  smaltwater area,

3 Similarly, at

Feocrest Department
spartment found  that
=1lad to 4@8. To put
:epartment now  takes
here fesding the
zoo and hence  the
d in the accounts.
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The research station has the unique distinction

produced arificial ndfﬂhllr 5 of the gharial for
time in the country, by simuldtir“ stural condit
the problem of conservation

compounded with the Rsvenus Department lmsuing Lic
fishermen to catch fish from the Sanciuary &rsa.
experts say +the released young sharials  ars K:
caught or trapped by the fishing nets.
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A NOTE OF THE TRULA TRIRAL WOMEN’ SAFFORESTATION PROGRAMMI

f i1l
Madras Orocodile Bank. Vadanemmelil

e, Perur F.
Mahabalipuram Road, Madras 833 104

The Irula Tribal Wemen's Welfare Scociety Afforestation

Projsct made s=zignificant strides in 1989, succassfuly

raising 390,000 seedlings of 3@ different spescies at the two

nurseries and completing the planting of 398 acres at

Thirunillai site, Chingleput District, alecng with extangive

land work for soil and water conservation. Initial results

ised wvery high survival rates for the new seedlings,

lé growth rates for the yra"loua yvaar's orop were turning

o be among the bLest in gouth India. Prospects seemed

: positive all around. Ut then tragedy struck, and much

af  the ELanhdtﬁzw was  razed +o the ground by wisled
Vil .

wIhi| our shonlk nd
enzrgies back to  ths
we plan to  devote
raining acentre and
nursery devoted
distribution to

q S, Tha recent

i 3 i it ml&dr to us that until

o =Yy O ¥ want Lo grow  trees for

mhembeiv =5, bLhers is little point in trying te do it for
thew.



In the meantime, we have begun to look Tfor private land t
the I.T.W.W.8. <can buy and give outright to the landleszs
Irula tribals of the I.T.W.W.S., s¢ that ths women who have
workad so long and hard to grow trees, can continue to grow
them, but to do szo secure in the knowledge +that their
afforts will not go in vain again.

We  Inow now that whose land we plant ¢
impertant; the peint iz to make it &ll green agailn

C

THE NEW HAMADRYAD

Your favourits Therp publication will be printed from the
n=xt (Vol.15, HNe.l) issus Papers and notes on the
harpetology of Asia sre solicited for this. Manuscripts
should be typsd on one side of the paper. Photographs
should be original, at lease 8.2 x L. 69 cm and on glossy
paper, referably mount=d on backing boards. Colour
transparencies can be reproducad, at author’'s cost. Authors
will receive 25 copies of reprints of their paper gratis.
Additional copies will be supplied at cest. plus postage and
pdchln

Submit  two  copies  of ths manuscript 7 S The Rditor,

Hamadryad, Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, Vadanemmeli Villsage,
Perur Post, Mahabalipuram Rocad, Madras 643 184, India.

HA KK R

48

B
P



THE 10TH WORKING
MEETING OF THE

IJUCN / SSC CROCODILE
SPECIALIST GROUP

23 to 27 April 1990, Gainesville, Florida, U.S.A

The meeting will include technical reports on the status of crocodilian populations
throughout the world. Discussions of current programs for the sustained utilization of
prolific populations and plans for returning depleted populations to former abundance;
descriptions of the latest developments in farming and ranching husbandry, including nutrition
the newest designs for captive propagation facilities; trends in international trade in
crocodilian hides and meat; and research studies on reproduction, incubation, metabolism
and disease.

Participants will examine a population of large American alligatorsin Paynes Prairie
State Preserve, will take part in night-time airboat surveys of alligators on Orange Lake, and
will visit the captive breeding facility for one of the largest collections of crocodilians in the
U.S.A. Post meeting fieldtrips will visit Florida alligator farms, the Everglades National Park
and the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge,

The 10th Working Meeting of the CSG is cosponsored by the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission; the Fish and Wildlife Cooperative Research Unit; the American
Alligator Farmers Association; the Florida Aligator Farmers Association; the St. Augustine
Alligator Farm; and the Florida Alligator Trappers Association.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND. The 10th Working Meeting of the Crocodile Specialist Group is
open to anyone interested in crocodilian biology. conservation, management, and sustained
utilization, including ranching and farming, If that encompasses your interests, plan to attend
More than 250 participants are expected. Registration will cost U.S $100.00.

LOCATION AND HOTEL BOOKING. The CSG’s 10th Working Meeting will be held at the:

Holiday inn-West Banquet & Conference Center
7417 NW 8th Ave.
Gainesville, Florida 32605, U.S.A.



DONATIONS

Local : Rs. 25 annually

Foreign : 7 dollars annually
Cheques should be made to

MADRAS CROCODILE BANK, VADANEMMEL| VILLAGE, PERUR P.0,
MAHABALIPURAN ROAD, MADRAS-603 104, S. INDIA

"OVER DRAWING: Tokay gecko (Gekko gecko) by Indraneil Das

DITORIAL BOARD: Zai and Rom Whitaker, Indraneil Das, Romaine and Harry Andrews. Information
presented here may be used elsewhere with acknowledgement to HAMADRYAD
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